Whittlesford Church End Report

On 2™ December 2018 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and
resistivity surveys on this site to try to locate any subsurface features.
Members participating: Pat Davies, Brian Bridgland, Liz Livingstone, lan Sanderson, Gill
Shapland, Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.
Site liaison: Ashley Arbon.
Site conditions: Slightly bumpy plot with rough grass.
Equipment: Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe.
Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.
Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.
Raw data available as separate appendices.

Location: TL 473486, Whittlesford, Cambs.
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Location plan: Survey areas
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas solid)

Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey was to see if any of the extensive features
located on the north side of the church, reported previously (Whittlesford Church Field
Report deposited with Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record), appeared in this small
undisturbed plot close to the west side of the church.

Site topography: The site was essentially triangular, with a slight slope down to the north. A
footpath with post and rail fencing ran along the west side of the plot. Wire fencing with
hedging ran along the north side and a small part of the east side. The remainder of the east
side was unevenly banked up to the churchyard post and rail boundary with trees and scrub.
The north east corner was uneven with rougher vegetation.



Results:

The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images

are not to a common scale.

Resistivity survey, 32 m x 45 m

(black — low, white — high, red — null)
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(purple/blue — low, red — high, white —
null)
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Discussion:

This site was essentially too small and affected by the boundary conditions to convincingly
discern interpretable patterns in the results. However, there are three linear features, probably
ditches, in the magnetometry results marked in red above. All of these lines correspond to
lines of low resistance, the S line corresponding to a particularly low patch. The E line may
continue further S. It is conceivable that these ditches are related to some of the ditches
recorded in the adjacent field immediately to the N of the church.
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Report by Dr. Ian Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch



