Saffron Walden Maze Report
During November 2011 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and
resistivity surveys on this site to determine whether any archaeological features could be
detected that would support the existence of a second (possibly earlier) maze on Saffron
Walden Common.
Members participating: Pat Davies, Brian Bridgland, Liz Livingstone, Bruce Milner, Ian
Sanderson, Gill Shapland, Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.
Site liaison: John Ready.
Site conditions: Fine grass.
Equipment: Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe.
Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.
Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.

Location: TL542386 The Common, Saffron Walden, Essex.

Location plan: Survey areas
(resistivity survey areas hatched and lettered,
magnetometry areas solid)

Purpose of survey: The purpose of these
surveys was to determine if any subsurface
features could be detected to identify the site of
a suggested earlier maze.
Site topography:
Fine mown grass field sloping down to the
south
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Results:
The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common
scale.
Resistivity survey 70 m x 30 m
Raw data
(black – low, white
– high)

Raw data
(purple/blue – low,
red – high)

N

High pass filter 5
(black – low,
white – high)

High pass filter 5
(purple/blue – low,
red – high)
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Magnetometry survey 90 m x 90 m range +30 to -21 nT

Superimposition of results on an aerial photograph
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Discussion:
A maze on Saffron Walden Common is first recorded in the 1699 town council accounts. According to Jeff
Saward in an article in the Saffron Walden Historical Journal of Spring 2012 it has been refurbished several
times. Aerial photographs of 1996 cited in the same article suggest that there might have been a second maze,
which could have been either earlier or concurrent with the extant one. This provided the impetus for the
geophysical surveys reported here. Unfortunately as is common with recreational sites the magnetic background
was too high to detect subtle archaeological features. The main features in the magnetometry survey are a
utilities track running along the S edge of the survey area and a metalled path with a seat running SW – NE
across the N edge. An area of increased magnetic noise running N—S in the SE corner of the survey is
anomalous but has insufficient detail to be able to ascribe any structure to it.
The resistivity results are dominated by a low resistivity line running from the NE corner of the survey to just N
of the SW corner. Given that it runs parallel to the present path, this might be the track of an earlier path. There
is a line of high resistance values running almost N—S across the W side of the survey area, which if extended
S aligns with one of the two magnetic point anomalies just N of the services line. This suggests a relatively
modern utility line possibly composed of continuous plastic tube which would account for the lack of a
magnetic response. Another high resistance line runs almost parallel to the previous line further to the E, and
only as far N as the low resistance line crossing the survey area. This line together with the adjacent features
could have some structural elements which might be part of a maze complex but this is conjectural.

Main features in the resistivity survey

Report by Dr I Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch
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