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On 6" March 2011 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and resistivity
surveys on this site.
Members participating: Pat Davies, Brian Bridgland, Liz Livingstone, Bruce Milner, Ian
Sanderson, Gill Shapland, Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.
Site liaison: Adam Lodoen

Site conditions: Harrowed plough.

Equipment:

Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe.
Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.
Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.
Raw data are available as separate appendices.

Location: TL440 332, Meesden, Herts.
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Location plan: Survey areas
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas solid)
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Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey was to determine if any
subsurface features could be detected to explain the fieldmarks visible in

two aerial photographs of unknown provenance and date shown below.

Aerial hotora h from Google and Big were less definitive.

Goto Bing in the United States © 2011 Microsoft | Privacy | Legal | Advertise | Help | Fe

Superimposition of survey areas on aerial photograph
Site topography:
A fairly level arable field with ditches to the north and east.
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Results:
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The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common

scale.

Resistivity central surve

Resistivity
105 m x 90
m

Raw data

High pass
filter 6
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(black - low, white - high)

(purple/blue - low, red - high)
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Magnetometry showing values
above 19 nT in red and values
below 19 nT in blue
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Superimposition of resistivity and magnetometry results.

Discussion:

Neither the magnetometry or resistivity results detected a major ring system. The resistivity
results mainly reflected the underlying ploughing pattern. The magnetometry results do show
some features, principally a field boundary shown on the 1921 County Series map of the area
shown in red on the annotated results below. This old field boundary is not as distinct as
might be expected, which suggests that extensive plough degradation has taken place since
the relevant aerial photograph was taken. Some other features were apparent in the
magnetometry results and are shown in green below but these formed no interpretable
pattern.



83
85

86
87

88
89
90
91
92
93
94

95
96

h
eo\"‘” R eeSea,Ch

b In.g.':lll :..:'r‘;, o i I.“;:r'.i-_l'l

1 nu F I I I .
II 1 II I FIII "

II I‘I II rlll IIII IIIIII N

II 1 1 . “ 1

e AR A
. B III II‘I |I III 1 i III
II II [} Ill"‘:ll [ | I:IlillllllllI IIIIII II III.

L+ IIIIIII II IFI §inn IIIIII rl
I " ! |
| Illll

III IIIIII |r|l=|

Magnetometry results showing the location of an earlier field boundary in red, the position of
one of the rings on the aerial photograph in blue and some of the faint linear responses in
green.

Report by Dr I Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch



