Lidgate Castle East Report
In September 2013 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and resistivity
surveys on this site.
Members participating: Pat Davies, Brian Bridgland, Liz Livingstone, Bruce Milner, Ian
Sanderson, Gill Shapland, Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.
Site Liaison: Chris Michaelides.
Site conditions: Grazed grass.
Equipment: Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe.
Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.
Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.
Raw data are available as separate appendices.
Location: TL 721581, Lidgate, Suffolk.

Location plan: Survey areas
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas
solid)

Purpose of survey: The purpose of this
survey was to determine if any subsurface
features could be detected.
Topography: The site was on the E side of a
hill top sloping down to the E and to the SE.
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Results:
The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common
scale.
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Magnetometry 60 m x 90 m range +14 to -14 nT
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Superimposition of resistivity and
magnetometry results

Contour plan (1 m)

Overlay of OS 1903 map
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Overlay of OS 1903 map features in blue over the magnetometry and resistivity results
Discussion:
The main features in the magnetometry results are three large anomalies in a line across the
centre of the survey with a triangular area of magnetic noise to the N of them. To the S is an
ill defined area with fewer magnetic responses than the rest of the survey area. Across the
SW edge of the survey area there is a band of magnetic noise with one particularly strong
anomaly on the edge. The main feature in the resistivity results is a line of high resistance
values running N from close to the S corner of the survey area. There are several other areas
of high resistance but none form interpretable patterns.
The majority of the features in the surveys are associated with features recorded on the early
County Series Ordnance Survey maps of 1886 or 1903 (shown above). The band of noise
along the SW edge of the magnetic survey is characteristic of building debris and the high
resistance values in a similar position suggest that some portions of the foundations remain
below the surface. The N—S high values line in the resistance results corresponds to a
boundary shown on those maps and may have a turn to the E along the edge of the curving
earthwork feature marked. Of the three magnetic anomalies across the centre of the survey,
the two to the E are within the curving map feature and may represent dumping or burning of
material from the buildings to the S. The signal from the anomaly on the W is unexplained
but shows more structure than the other two and is at the apex of the map feature, and is
associated with a patch of high resistivity results. The area between the buildings to the SW
and the curving feature on the 1903 map has a different magnetic character to the rest of the
survey area, perhaps indicating that levelling has taken place.
Report by Dr I Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch
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