Heydon Place Report

In June 2019 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and resistivity
surveys on this site to determine whether any archaeological features were detectable.
Members participating: Pat Davies, Brian Bridgland, Richard Freeman, Liz Livingstone,
Ian Sanderson, Gill Shapland, Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.
Site owner: Melanie Chandler.
Site conditions: Mown grass.
Equipment: Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm twin probe.

Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.

Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.

Raw data available as separate appendices.

Location: TL432399, Heydon, Cambs.
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Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey was to determine if any
subsurface features could be detected that might be related to a possible
moated site in the adjacent field to the north..

Site topography:

Level mown grass with scattered trees. Rose border part way along the north eastern edge of
the magnetometry survey area, the other part mature trees. South eastern boundary mature
trees. South western boundary trees and scrub. North western boundary ha-ha ditch, trees
with metal play equipment in the western corner. The north eastern edge of the smaller
resistivity survey area shrubs and plants in front of a wall.

Results:
The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common

scale.
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Resistivity

filter 9

3

(black — low, white — high, red — null) (purple/blue — low, red — high, white —

null)
Separated resistivity survey, 6 m x 26 m
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Magnetometry survey 60 m X 120 m range +7 to -9 nT
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(black high, white low, green null)

Aerial photograph with superimposed survey results




Discussion:

The main feature in the magnetometry results is a line of very strong
responses running NW—SE in the N corner of the survey area. This runs for 33 m before
turning at right angles to the NE where it runs for about 13 m out of the survey area. The
resistivity survey did not detect this feature directly, but an area of high resistance values
towards the middle of the W end of the survey area terminates against the line in the
magnetometry survey. The responses correspond to a boundary shown on maps from 1897 to
1921, which suggests they could be fence foundations or iron path edging, perhaps with a
metalled approach which shows as the high values in the resistivity results. Old photographs
of events at the Rectory might help explain this boundary.

In the W corner of the main resistivity survey there are two other areas of high responses the
larger of which has a rectilinear form that could represent building foundations. However
there is almost no magnetic response in this area which would be expected if there were brick
foundations or demolition debris.

The W corner of the magnetometry survey has an area of noise which is attributed to adjacent
metal framed play equipment.

Report by Dr I Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch



