Great Chesterford Recreation Ground Report

On 17" June 2018 Archaeology RheeSearch Group carried out magnetometry and resistivity

surveys on this site to determine whether any archaeological features were detectable.

Members participating: Brian Bridgland, Richard Freeman, Ian Sanderson, Gill Shapland,

Maureen Storey and Tony Storey.

Site liaison: Peter Whalley.

Site conditions: Mown grass.

Equipment: Bartington 601 gradiometer; TRCIA 50 cm quad probe.
Magnetometry readings: 8/m, 1 m separation.
Resistivity readings: 1 m interval, 1 m separation.
Raw data available as separate appendices.

Location: TL506429, Great Chesterford Recreation Ground.
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Location plan: Survey areas
(resistivity survey areas hatched, magnetometry areas
solid)

Purpose of survey: The purpose of this survey
was to determine if any subsurface features
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could be detected relating to an estimate of the position of a Roman ditch.

Site topography:

Close mown sports field with metal fenced courts and play area to the east. Scrub and raised

bank ditch to the south. Clubhouse to the north and barriered cricket pitch in the centre.
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Results:

The images in this section are orientated for presentation. The images are not to a common
scale.

Resistivity survey, 60 m x 60 m

Raw data
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(black — low, white — high, red — null) | (purple/blue — low, red — high, white
— null)
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Magnetometry survey 120 m X 90 m range +6 to -6 nT
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Discussion: \/\
The magnetometry results were affected by the tall fences to the tennis a

courts on the E and to a lesser extent by the building on the N. However, the response range
of the survey was such that most archaeological features would have been detected. The main
responses are a utility line crossing the N corner and an area of noise along the SE edge of the
survey area. The area of noise angles W away from the centre of the SE side before bending
and diminishing parallel to the edge of the survey. Two point anomalies lie immediately N of
the angled area of noise. There is a scatter of small anomalies often associated with sports
fields. No responses were detected which might indicate a significant ditch.

The resistivity results showed a diffuse band of
higher values along the NE side of the survey
probably reflecting access usage to the courts and the
field. There are two unexplained low resistance
features marked in red on the adjacent diagram. The
linear one is close to a suggested Roman ditch shown
in blue. The rest of the survey area showed no clear
patterns although there was a small cluster of high
values coincident with the magnetic noise near the
centre of the SE edge. It should be noted that the
resistivity survey was carried out during a particularly
dry period.

Report by Dr I Sanderson for Archaeology RheeSearch



